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Idea in Germany and Was Quickly Taken Up in

the United States Pupils Find They Can Study Better.

Cold Climate No Hindrance to Movement

n Knvcis . l cvn6li.y.
The open-ai- r plan school originated

in German), a little less than len
j ears ago Since that time the world-
wide movement for open and outdoor
schoolrooms has gone forward by such
steps that it is now one of the most
interesting of the present-da- y sciences.
The old slogan. Fit the child to the
tchool. ' has been punctured and rid-
dled so that it now looks unsightly,
and in its place has arisen the saner

rhYd enurhiinrtnnhtri Klircess.
Slcklv children who neer before

even dreamed of acquiring an educa-- t
on are now finding conditions in

which they cannot only study, but in
which they can at the same time im-

prove and in some cases regain their
health Laggards and dull students
who had begun to despair of ever mak-
ing up the classes which they had
wasted or lost are rejoicing in the new
and interesting schedules of work and
plav, and are setting to their tasks
with a will while students who have
alwavs been perfectly normal instilled
with sunlight and ox)gen, are rush-

ing en to ihe acquisition of further
laurels In fact this new sjstera has
been sc successful. epeeially in the
cere of children who have tubercu-

losis that a pUn Is now on foot to
hvo the old and discarded battleships
of I nele Sams au turned into open-ai- r

sanatorium schools
A Ictnr) for the Plan.

After most careful and rigid experiment
this modern svstem of open air schooling
has come out of the test wreathed in v

let it is not altogether a new idea.

Going hack to the times of the artcicr ts.
we find Aristotle in his gardens wa'klrg
among his pupifi and delivering to
his principles of logic in natures own

amphitheater and Tlato probablv stand
ing on barrels or the Grecian equivalent
for them in the streets of Athens id

iressing the passer- - bv Tracing the pro-

mises of dispensing knowledge down
through the ages we hear verv lltlif of

hoolrooms until after the world had
eun to tome out of its lone sleep f til

Dark Ages
Then the idea of gathering the children

around tome masters cnalr within fui r
wills began to come into prominence
The vounssters with the wild blood of

vouth flowing in their veins were h- Jed
into closed up classrooms where so much

dr knowledge was paid out to .o m.

This had its advantages nut
wh it should bethr wa no rea-o- n

the onlv svstem on the face of the earth
) it tame to be so fixed a fact hst

of educating ch.ldrenw len the question
w 10 were ph)si allv unfit to study within
doors arose the onlv answer that the
f onomifts of the last centurv could

cither to make the children suffer
t e ravages of indoor life 01 else give ip

hopes of being educated

Hrt bun rlmrnt In German.
e esMU however proved in this case

in thers the mother of invention
w ri n latelv Mate legislation began to

p ,r on all children tne obligation of
had to bego i e to ohool some means

s rrected to accommodate the sub- -

rmal child. Then the first experiment
.pen air schools for n kl) childr n

1 - hegun German) as is usual was,
,vter of the situation.,. ...j itn it. intle forest

. ,, oi a small ubi rb
Berlin The reports Irom mis scnooi

rn sprepd thrtughout the empire and
re so startling that similar institutions
emed to spring up overnight all ovc-- e

land Fngland was the next to fall
line with the move ind In 11T opened

fresh sir school at the little hamlet of
B. itall ood near ondon

wiizerlatd and France tj kl'
. . .r..- ... - ....

lPcd her example ana in u vne c.i. ,

f Providence R I startea tne nrsc
the United SUtts.pen air --chool in

v n e that time thev have been estah
hed n surh rapid succe&sjon tnai me

ire now over Wi in merk located In
n rr than thirtv different cities

The Oermaiis designated the first of
I - e n titutions bv the term open air
r oei s hr is ' sini-- thev were orig

h mte i i d to aci ommodate pal-

thoe suffering
...heriilosiF and other dis

- thM n aoe it dangerous to pen the
ailed uo las room To

ihf Id ih.it is phvsicallv subnormal
trtc rooms in which foul air
from the hre-u- and bodies "f his class
nates - almost forced down his lungs
vhil the pure air and sunshine are

In led e hi rrison walls ire like
n dark dungeon cells.

' il fellow students mav be suffering
n dll sorts of ailments and he is

oiled to breath the air passed out
tlr- iei tufriu'ar lungs and from sour
noma h and mouths in which the tee'h
are hi otted anav something had to
be don to relieve this poisonous condition
of affjn ind the open air school was
tne onl solution of the difficult)

Iteiicfits re (.ciirrnl.
t r e tre e ws broken and the fresh

nr rampaisn tarted it was not difli- -

WARNING TO PARENTS.

It is risky to feed raw milk and
cream to children or invalids un-

less ) ou are sure that at the farm
which produces the milk the ut-

most cleanliness is observed at all
times, particularly during milk-
ing, that the employes are thor-
oughly healthy and cleanly per-

sons, that the cows are free from
diseases, that the water used for
rinsing is of undoubted purity, and
that the milk is quickly cooled

and kept cold and covered until
delivered to )ou. a

Raw milk often produces Tuber-
culosis. Scarlet Fever, also Ty-

phoid and other Intestinal dis-

eases.

We can guard against Infection
by properly pasteurizing milk or
by home pasteurization.

Properly pasteurizing milk (and
cream) by keeping it at HO dec F.
for twenty to thirty minutes does
not affect its nutritive value nir
its digestibility.

The best system is to pasteur-
ize the milk after It has been
bottled.

Tou can home pasteurize raw
milk by heating it to near boiling,
then cool, and keep cold and cov-

ered until used.

Most Indigestion in babies Is
caused by milk too rich In cream.

Society for Pretention of Sickness,
E. IERUIER. Secritirr
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cult to find fields in which it could ex-

tend its Not onb were diseased
children benefited, but those who were
suffering from general debility and loss
of weight were found to improve and
build up strong, iturdy constitutions
under their new environments, instead of
lingering on in their former d

state
It Is an old story of tracing the bulk

of our criminal records back to
conditions of childhood and poor

eduratlon And here is another point in

Drov
Children who were under the old

method laggards and truanta naturally
take a liking to the new outdoor schools,
with their revised and more entertaining
schedule of stud), and Instead of trying
to shirk school the) are anxious to at-

tend The reports of every outdoor
school now established Bhow that from
the beginning children who were sent to
them because of their incorrigibility are
making marked and rapid progress Be-

sides,
of

there is little grading done in these
institutions and students who are nat-
urally .Hill do not find reason for dis-

couragement in the loss of their classes,
since each child is given the opportunity
to make up any matter in which he has
.fallen behind

Good Food Marts Day.
The novel schedule of study employed

under the new regime is ver) Interesting
Of course, every school makes up its
own course, but since the) are all found-
ed for the same general purpose there
exists a consequent similar!!) between
the methods emplo)ed by each As a
rule the students meet in some conven-
ient spot about 8 30 in the morning
and start for the school where they

have breakfast served This
plan of feeding the-- children fits In very
well with the Idea of the school, as it
gives the directors of the students phys-
ical welfare a chance to see that he is
provided with the proper food. For this
meal, porridge, bread and butter, and
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THE TRUE OPEV

milk are served with a bit of fruit oc--
cas onall) The diet Is calculated before
evervth nc else, to be nourishing

Atter breakiast the first number on the
prograr- - is active exercise until about
10 o clock Then a three quarters of an
hour per od of study takes place gener
allv spelling grammar or history A

quarter of an hour s recreation and an
hour of arithmetic make up the forenoon
Hot soup or broth bread and Jell) and
milk or warm cocoa make up the noon
da) meal Then follows a performance
lh,, fenns-L- lha feet from llnHer One nf-

grandmother s most :..k, old the-

or es
The children are bundled up In steamer

chairs or cots and bade to go to sleep
w hlle their lunch digests. Poor old grand
mother gasped manv a lime Deiore new a
discoveries of science were able to per
suade her that this method of procedure in
would not send the child to an early
grave or leave him a ennky old d)spep to
tic but the schools have tne proot oi
their wisdom right In their own records, of

hich show that contrary to the old be
liefs the children grow strong and of
health) under such treatment.

to
Nntlirc la Text Book.

t I o clock some stud) of nature akin
to it is indulged in such as botany or
geographv and an instructor escorts the
pupils through the fields and hills and
points out to them the different objects is
like pools and slopes and lakes which the a
dry textbook frequently onl) half Im-

presses on their minds After an hgur as
and a half of such talks with .nature,
recreation and games are again In order to
until 4 o clock when some handiwork or or

other studv fills the time up till the serv. it
ing of supper which is usually at S.

The menu for this meal is very change
able Including meats and vegetables
milk and other healthful foods B) 6 30 a
the children are again In their homes,
and after telling mother and father, in
those cases where there are a mother and
a father all about the day's work, they
are thorough!) ready to run off to their
waiting cots for a good night s rest.
iTnoer circumstances of this nature it is
no hard matter for a child to spring
quickl) back to health

s the fundamental idea of this move-
ment is to fit the school to the child
rather than to make the child measure
up to the requirements of the institu-
tion there can be. no set schedule or rou-

tine
by

which will apply In all cases Fre-
quently the schools will have in at-

tendance cripples who are unable to in-

dulge In the walks and games of the
ether children, but In these cases a
teacher is alwa)s provided to interest
them in livid stories which often give
ar much knowledge as the pupils can
acquire in their rambles In cases where
the condition of health is such that I

wll1 not permit of attendance at all of
tl p Classes the Invalid Is allowed to rest
during certain periods while the others
go at ead with their work Many of the a
schools even emplo) busses and auto-
mobiles to collect the feeble children
from their homes in the morning and re-
turn them in the evening

Immnnltr from Collin.
Another difficult) irises in the winter

time when the weather would ordinarily
b termed inclement. Almost the first
auestlon asked bv critics and opponents one
when the proposition of open air schools
was launched was. How will )ou keep
the child from catching cold or even
pneumonia, if you expose him to the
r"gorous open-ai- r of northern winters
This question partially answers itself,
because there is such a thing as man
Vecomlng acclimated to weather

and the children who attend these for
schools in a short time become almost the
immune from colds.

If. however, a child wh, has been
vtalking or plajlng In the snow gets his
bod) or feet wet, there can be no harm
come of it as long as he Is active, and
the moment that he steps in on the floor
space, or as in some classes, the open
room, he Is Immediate!) hustled to the
warm, inclosed baths and there thor on
oughly dried before he is tip. ted to the-- !

iliMii1 uti iilfrtifiitfHtfftflfiiirtf if
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cold again. But as long as he stays out
the dampness there is no danger at

all, because the temperature can be and
Is.vwhen necessary, modified by a big
Jacketed wood stove that can throw off
enough heat to drive the children out it
forced to it- -

Then the clothing answers the rest of
the difficulty, for It would be foolish to
attempt such an Institution without
properly clothing the child. Everything
that can tend to make him comfort jDiy
warm Is afforded After he bundles him
self up in such paraphernalia as soap
stones, hot water bottles, foot boxes,
mufflers sitting out bass and arctic
hoods he Is little apt to need thrf heat
of a fire after a little acclimatization
Moreover nurses are alwa)s In atten-
dance and a doctor pa)s weekl) 01

visits of Inspection and is
at hand when called upon

A oolen Underwear erded.
The problem of clothing is a great fac

tor in the proper care of the child The
one essential thing beside and before ail
other articles of clothing equipment that

AIR SCHOOL

have been mentioned Is Its underwear
This mutt be of warm, snug fitting wcol
All of the other articles are useless with-
out this Perhaps the best Idea )et
suggested along the line of cold weather
comfort for the child is that of fitting
him with an Eskimo suit of wool with
the usual arctic hood

The soapstones and hot water cans
which are placed In felt lined boxes for
keeping the feet warm are old acquain-
tances to most of us, but the sitting out
bag is somewhat of a stranger to those
who have had no experience with sani-
tariums, )et It comes in ver) handy in
these schools on cold da)s. The general
plan of this bag is a heav) woolen blan-
ket doubled and covered with canvas
and made to conform to the shape of

steamer chair
There Is however a special bag now

fuse made especially for open-ai- r
schools It is cheaper and better suited

their use It consists of a long flannel
blanket, doubled In two with an Insert

la)ers of cotton batting and news-
papers which are sewed in the fhape

a bag and made to fit the special
chairs now used which enable the chl'd

recline further than the steamer
chairs did and are consequents, some-
what different from them.

The greatest difficult) with the insti-
tution of an open air school in most com-
munities seems to be that of expense This

a great problem but where there's
will there s a vva) Some communities,

even little townships that do not look
though the) would support a grocery

store, have found that when they set
the task of building a school house

of securing something for this purpose,
was not so hard after all. They have

bought old barns and torn out all or a.

rart of the southern side, and after clean-
ing the old place up a bit and putting

strbng floor in it and ma) be a few
large windows that could be drawn up
against the celling they have conformed
the school to the latest fashion Chanty
workers and mothers have supplied the
clothing and new fixtures, while from
sociables and benefit affairs enough
money has been secured to furnish the
children with their wholesome meals.

Cities Can tccoiupIUu Much.
If villages can manage in this wa,

surely with a little concerted action large
cities whose populations run into the hun-
dreds of thousands of individuals, can

some means or other get sufficient
capital together to erect at least one if
not more open-ai- r schools and in a great
many of the larger cities this has been
done. These are the places where such
institutions are most necessary, in the
congested heart of what might be called
small nations, where tenement-bre- d chil-
dren swarm the dirty streets and alios
and live in a constant state of physical
and often moral pollution.

To free these little urchins from their
lives in the darkened gutters and to let

little sunshine and fresh air into their
existence before they come to maturlt),
with the fixed idea that the whole
world ia dirty and dirt and meanness is
the purpose of our existence, is a philan-
thropic duty that ought to appeal to
every human heart that has been
spared from such a life. In some big
cities children grow to manhood so
wrapped up In poverty and disease of

sort or another that the) do not
believe in such a thing as happiness, and
consequently the) have a bitter feeling
against mankind In general and get the
Idea that the world owes them some-
thing This is what swells our criminal
records.

n antidote must be found somewhere
these conditions, and that Is what

open-ai- r school is acting as It
proposes to take children out of these
morbid surroundings and give them a
little chance for real life, and it is re-

markable how It is succeeding
Batflcfthlps as schools.

To offset the great difficult) of ex
pense the Fourth International Congress

School Hygiene, which adjourned
only last month, adopted a resolution to

petition the United States Congress to
place at the disposal of the several
States of the Union all of the cast aside
battleships of the nav). to be used as
health schools for tuberculous children
The Hygiene Congress brought forth sta-
tistics showing tl at there are nearly a
million tuberculous children, or children
predisposed to tuberculosis, who are now
attending the public schools throughout
the countr)

It also stated definitely that the open-a-

school was. In its opinion, one of
the most powerful agents in the pre--v

itiou and cure of consumption in
chi dhood. and determined to ask Uncle

to place In the waters of the dif-

ferent State his useless old war craft
to be used as open-ai- r schools In the
battles against the white plague The
citv of New York has alread) pressed
a steamer into service as an open-ai- r

sanitarium school
Teachers, as a rule, are easily found,

for those who are really best fitted for
the work seem to possess that pleasant
personality which makes them readily
accept the position when it is offered As
a rule they are chosen or detailed from
the regular public school staff On ac-
count of the harder work attending open-ai- r

teaching, certain concessions art.
granted to them For instance, in some
communities they teach only six months
of the year, and another teacher is found
to serve the other six months, and both
are paid a regular ) early salar) In some
places their salaries are raised from

to while in others the
school term is limited to five or six
months during the warmer weather and
the teachers are paid for full services.

Practicability Is I'roven
As has been said, each or thee schools

have kept from the beginning Individual
records of the mental and ph)sical state
of each child that has attended them
These records alone ere a certain proof
of the practicability of the theory upon
which the open-ai- r schools were founded
Bjit these do not constitute the only proof
of it.

Those who have intimate knowledge of
them and can keep their eyes on the
children that have been turned out of
these schools can readily testify to thesoundness of this theor) Some of ficlrfirst pupils have now reached maturity
and what were once pun) little childrenare now big. strapping )oung men andwomen with a glow of health in theircheeks that rivals even a husky farmerlad a.

And one of the strangest things aboutthese children is that pupils who wereformerl) ver) dull and slow to leaniseem to have grasped facts eventuallymuch faster than their brighter neighbors,
and man) of them are now quite success-
ful business men and women

Results vlrrad cUlrveil.
The permanenc) of the outdoor school

is well established and from now on it
should go forward b) leaps and bounds
as It has been doing during the last few
)ears The results that have been ob-
tained have measured up In ever) detailto what was expected and in some cases

American Correspondent

Writes of Visiting St Mich-an'- s,

Where Contents, Cen-

turies of Years Old, Are in

a Wonderful State of Pre-

servation.

There is a emancab!e church in Dub-
lin, so little known that even its name Is
in doubt St MIchan s or St, Mlchen's.
An American who has just visited
writes as follows

Strange, too, that of all the people I
know who have visited Dublin, or even
lived there, only one ever mentioned to
me the existence of this curious church,
and she was en American woman who
saw it some twelve )ears ago and be-

sought me not to miss It, Her account
was sufficiently Interesting to send me
there this summer, and I write this to
acquaint )ou and others with its mar
vels

It was with some difficulty that I
made my way to the church gate. I had
secured a seat on Cook's sightseeing
coach, and, finding that our company, by
a nninnMnnp. consisted af several com
panions from the steamer, I had them
with me in prevailing upon the coach
driven to include the church in his list
He was reluctant because It was not on
his schedule of sights, but he took us to
St, Mlchan's or is It St. Mlchen's?
Whichever it Is. the saint is forgotten
perhaps a Danish one, as this part of
Ireland had a colon) of Danes long ago

Intelligent Ouiilp Secured.
"After being admitted and pa) Ing s:

fee of a shilling each and solemnly reg-

istering our names in a book not over-
loaded, we were led Info the Interior by
the sexton, who proved to be a capital
guide. Intelligent and enthusiastic The
cnurch. which dates back to the eleventh
or twelfth centur). Is now Protestant,
but the striking features are not con-

nected with any religious Interest, but
are ph) steal, the first strange fact being
that all the brasawork. vestels, tablets,
and railings in the building do not tar-
nish In the least, but retain their origi
nal brightness. Examination of the sur-
face proved that beyond, any doubt,

"The gliding on the organ has not been
touched in over 100 jears and is as good
as new. The explanation Is rather
vague, but it Is suppoied that the church
was built over a bog composed of an oak
forest and the fumes arising from the
decayed wood have this preservative ef
fect. Of course, this is curious, but the

have gone bejond this. Sickly children
have been brought back to health, well
children have been made stronger and
have been freed from the danger of con-

tagion. Dull students have been made
to learn and lazy ones have taken a new

Interest in education.
Whether they will ever totally replace

the old school room Is another question,
as this long established Institution has
Its own advantages, and In a great many
communities Is wen equipped to meet its
requirements, but In congested districts
where the rate of child mortality and
disease is high,, the open air recovery
school is the proper" thing and will soon

be the only thing Its longevity, however.
Is an inured fact, as anything that bears
the mark. "Made In Germany," and Is so
readily taken up by John Bull and Uncla
Sam in such rapid succession, may be

counted upon for a Ion Ufa and, a
thorough trial.

THE BEAUTY OF THE WHEAT.

Prom the London. Globe

In all stages of Its growth corn Is beau-
tiful, even In the earliest spring when
ou- - eyes are refreshed with Its verdute,
especially after a hard and prolonged

wlter With, what Interest we watch
Its'-- gradual development from, as it
we grassy blades, until It turns into
the green ear In June, when the heds.es
areitlll blossoming and the fields spang-
led with flowers The corn hastens on
to Its perfection, waiting for the scorch-
ing sunshine which shall fully ripen it

It Is hard to iay which is the must
beautiful of the several varieties of the
corn grown In the British Isles, but the
wheat Is an acknqwledged favorite, es-

pecially In Its yellow or tawny stage
Gradual!) ft changes to this condition.

First of all. as )ou pass through the coun-

tr), you notice a golden tinge among the
gieen spears, this soon becomes more and
more pronounced, until the )ellow stage
is reiched. the ears grow full and ripe,
and the) sway heavily to and fro In the,
breeze If )ou look at the field at a dis-

tance, it has a rudd) or tawn) aspect,
but is )ou come nearer and nearer the
prevailing hue is more or less golden

The wheat has a music of Its own. It
Is different from what )ou hear in a
barley field or oat patch The ears are
heavier, and the rustling is more sono-
rous and more deepl) musical than the
swishing of the pendulous oats or beard-
ed bar!e) There are often breez) days
Just as the wheat is ripening when )ou
can linger and listen to the rustling
music, now and then Is sounds like the
susurrus of the sea. and )ou are re-

minded of waves by seeing the cloud
shadows flying over the wheat with a
motion not altogether unlike the rising
and falling of the

as painters have drawn frequent
irspiratlon from the wheat fields, no
doubt musicians have been Inspired b)
their sweet subtle. sounds As the breeze
passes over the field how the wheat rus-
tles, how it sways and bends, almost
sometimes bowing to the gro"und. but re-

covering Itself easily In due course

GOTHAM GIVES CHILDREN

LUNCH FOR ONE PENNY

May Bay Wholesome Meal at School
Food Selected According to

Nationality.
New York, Oct, 11 Penny lunches are

being provided this year for all of the
15 000 or more hungry children attending
New Torks public schools by a welfare
bureau which has recently been privately
endowed with the income from 11000,000.

These lunches are served from a num
ber of central kitchens located convenl
ently for taking care of from one to five
schools each. For his penny the pupil
receives a bowl of vegetab'e soup with
bread, which in Itself is a
meal

The )oungsters may also spend ad
dltlonal pennies for e cookies
and sandwiches but not until after par
taking of the nourishing warm soup. The
menus are. of course, varied accordin;
to the different nationalities served
kosher food where Jewish children pre
dominate, macaroni and menestra
Italian nelghboi hoods, and so on

These welfare kitchens have already
put out of business most of the basket
aid pushcart vendors of cheap and un
wholesome candles and cakes, pink pop
corn tickles anl similar trash, which
means that the teacKts medicine chests
wlb, from now on, be less In pla).

For keeping an automobile radiator
warm In a cold garage there has been
Invented a blanket cover Into which are
woven wires that can be supplied with
electrl lty from a light socket,

effect In the crypt is so much more so
as to be startling

. v e were led out to an Iron door set
like a slanting cellar door at the center
of the nave and befoie going down the
stone steps we were told there was no
other entrance to the vaults, no windows,
no vents of an) kind, jet the air was
alwavs fresh and wholesome, which we
soon found to be true i were taken
through a long passageway running
across the church with vaults opening
upon it from both sides, some open, but
most with 'ron barred windows, through
which we looked with the aid of the
sexton's lantern. Nowhere could we see
the slightest evidence of decay, no ruton the Iron, and the brass plates on the
coffins were as bright as when placed
there hundreds of )ears ago

Coffins Crntnrles Old.
Many of the coffins, it was easy to

Judge by their shape, were centuries old.
et except for a very dry dust were un-

altered in the slightest, the velvet cloth
covering having almost the appearance
of having been placed there recentl) The
only exception to this was in one vault
where the contents had gone the usualway by reason of the fact that there was
Interred, some forty or fifty years ago,
a prominent member of some Irish society
whose friends had brought for some
)ears fresh flowers which Introduced
sufficient moisture to play havoc with
everything in that particular vault The
church authorities put an end to this
practice and the last wreath that had
come In years ago still lay on the floor,
maintaining a strong resemblance to Its
original form.

"The most wonderful result of this
strange time defying condition is shown
In the last vault, where three old cof-
fins, or rather sarcophagi, rest with
tcps removed, side b) side, and contain
three bodies In a remarkable state of
preservation. The skeletons ar& Intact,
two men and one woman, covered with
what appeared to be a thick skin of
leather, brown and flexible, and the hands
were polished, that Is like polished leath-
er, done no doubt try visitors handling
them. If there had ever been an oak
bog under the church the tanning process
was perfect,

"I was. so much Interested In these
leather covered bodies that I knelt on
the floor of the vaulr to examine the--
closer by the dim light of the sexton's
lantern and in doing to I noticed that
the legs of one of the men were crossed.
I was so astonished that I almost shout
ed that the man was a crusader and the
sexton told me It was generally believed
that he was, but there were no records
to prove who be had been. The last
crusade was TOO years ago. I could not
forget It, and impulsively I shook hands
with a man who had fought In the Holy
Land SCO years before Columbus dls.
covered America."

ur iircmv

STXJAKT ItlinSOX.,
When a youth of nine years, he was

taken to Baltimore, Mi. in which State
he wns bom, remaining In that city until
his fifteenth year, he then adopted the
dramatic profession, continuing the same
until his death, except a short Interval
while following the art preservative. He
was many years a member of stock com-
panies In various cities, performing a,

large variety of roles In pla)s. long ago
forgotten, such as "Bonnie Fish Wife,"
' Clarl," "Little Savage." "The Enchan-
tress, "Naiad Queen, ' "The Pride of the
Market," "The Young Prince," "Mother
and Child," "Money, ' "The Robbers,"
"The Elder Brother." ' Unequal Matoh,"
"Extremes," The Bottle, ' &e-- He gave
many burlesque imitations, being fea-

tured in them on the programs ' Ham-
let." ' Camille, Jwith comic song." ' ifriendly setto between B B and a
chicken, during the piece." in the
"Benlca Boy Abroad," called B B for

I short. &.c In more recent years his
work was seen at the Union Square The-

ater Compan) in Lovells "Loves e.

' "Led Astra)," He. 'Our Board-
ing House.' "Our Batchelors. "Forbid-
den Fruit. ' "The Comedy of Errors.
with the William H Crane, fol-
lowing Robson as Dromlo, of S)racus,
with Crane, his Ephesian brother and
namesake The ' makeup" of those amus-
ing comedians was startling Of course,
Robson was Robson, his lisp, his squeak,
his cnuckle. the peculiar drawl and in-
flections which maffe him what he was.
could not b changed or disguised, hut
Crane s Imitation of all these peculiari-
ties, so opposed to ail his own manner-Ism- s

was exceedingly absurd It was
Bouclcault's idea to hive Charles Webb
and his brother who had appeared in
twenty-eig- consecutive performance? n
the Covent Garden in the 'Comedy of
Errors to give some similar enactments
here

Mr Webb was in his eightieth )ear
and his brother not much )ounger As
Boucicault could not perfect the arrange
ments satisfactoril) he let the matt-- r
drop. Robson performed some promi-
nent roles in his support of William E.
Burton Mrs. John Wood Caroline and
Peter Richlngs. John faleeper Clarke
Frank Chanfrau. James E Murdock.
Matilda Heron. James W W allack, Mag-
gie Mitchell. Barry Sullivan, and others
After shelving Bret Harte s "The Two
Men of Sand) Bar. he returned to stock
work at the Park Theater If he had
done so sooner he would have saved
considerable money, preserving his pro
fessional status intact. "The Two Men
started a livel) discussion, which was
entered into by all classes of people the
press taking the lead In finding faults.
The play, the author and poor Robson
all came in for criticism The play
lacked s)mmetry and continuity, and
was withdraw-- after a somewhat event
ful career It was after the remarkable
success of John T Raymond in Colonel
Sellers ' that Robson conceived the Idea
of rivaling with i play by the only
humorist of a. popularlt) and reputation
equal to Mark Twain s. ' Starbottle'
was made a leading part, after consid-
erable distorting and wrenching from
Its secondary consideration Both plays
were alike In being one charactered
In the 'Glided Age" the action revolved
about Colonel Sellers in The Two Men"
Colonel Starbottle revolves about the ac-
tion. The elaborate make-u- p of Rob-
son was very amusing, but it was not
true to nature. Robson and Harte took
the criticism very much to heart never
letting an opportunity of being Inter
viewed escape them. Robson said he
had the kindest feeling toward the
press and was always ready to give
them any information he possessed.
Harte falls to possess that knack of
getting along with Its representatives
which is so invaluable to an author or
an artist, ' Robson thought that the

obv iously unfair articles published b)
some of the New York critics rather
aided than detracted from the Interest
of the pla) inducing people to witness
the performance through curiosity
Lawrence Barrett was about to produce

Lear" In New "iork and he wondered
if he would be attacked in the same
manner, saying Barrett had great as
surance to pla) Lear" with Davenpor
In the cast Robson considered Barrett
to be the hardest student and onebf
the best actors on the stage ' Robon
warmed up considerabl) while pursuing
this line of talk, and he would not oe
surprised or astonished ere long to see
an article from these same critics on
The Faults of Shakespeare He also

greatly complained In fact, his greatest
complaint in regard to dramatic critics
was that while finding fault the) failed
to say how errors could be corrected
While he was visiting in London Bouci-

cault Invited Robson and Charles R
Thorne to supper mong those present
were a number of literar) men among
whom was Charles Reade Robson
seated next to the old gentleman
was very deaf but who Immediately
commenced the conversation bv refer- -
Ing to the United states and that age
tlone prevented htm from visiting it
speaking of our authors he considered
Bret Harte a great writer and one
whose works he greatl) admired He
could write a great drama. Becoming
quite enthusiastic he added The next
Shakespeare wi.l come from America.

About the time that Mark Twain s
dramai)f the ' Gilded Age was produced
Robson was visiting at the home of Jo-

seph Jefferson He aked him his opin-

ion of that pla) Jefferson said he con-

sidered It horrible but he added d

will make It Speaking of Bret
Harte. Jefferson said He could write
a great pla) ' On another occasion
when visiting Boucicault he asked his
opinion of Bret Harte His answer was
characteristic, he said "Harte is a great
man and a fool He is the man who can.
if he will, write a great play" After
the adverse criticism of the drama had
appeared in New York, he met Bouci-
cault on the street and asked him if he
had seen them and what he thought of
them Boucicault replied that he had,
and without having witnessed the piece
knew that It was a good one from their
tone. Mark Twain wrote a letter to Bret
Harte. in which he said "I saw your
piece last night, my dear Bret, for the
first time, and did not laugh once, for
the tlmple reascn that you have sold a
piece for a sum you should have received
for three months' performance of if
Boucicault saw this letter after he had
witnessed the performance and said- - "I
indorse every word of It, Robson will
make monev Let it sta) , don't alter
a line" Many people In the theatrical
profession believed Bret Harte could
write a pla). and approached him on
the subject, Robson claiming that he was
the fortunate one that secured his serv
ices When the report was first circu
lated that d pla) was to be written h)
Harte for Robson, the critics of New
York begun saying he could not do it
Robson's opinion of the piece was that
Harte put too much good In It Continu
ing, he said. "Great actors make great
parts more frequent!) than great parts
make great actors " He complained that
near the close of the nineteenth century
an actor because he was an actor was
criticised so severely and to a certain ex
tent socially ostracised. "But," he added
with pride, "the actor dead receives that
homage which living he could not. In
Westminster Abbey lie the mortal re
mains of Elizabeth Tudor and Mary
Stuart, Crowds dally throng the aisles
and halls of the grand old cathedral.
but the place wheredhs greatest number
of visitors Is to be found U not at the
tomb of rovalty, bJt In a distant corner
they pay their homage ta the crave of
Garricic, Kemblo, and Slddona. In the
poet's corner, whero lleep the remain
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of the Immortal Dickens, throngs of de-
voted friends continually visit and deck;
his last resting place with floral trib-
utes. The flowers on his grave are al-
ways fresh and green, and a gentle
breeze fans the fragrant blossoms. Many
of them are wafted upon the adjoining
tomb, that of David Garrlck. Thus In
death as In life Dickens pays his trib-
ute to the actor"

Bret Harte and Mark Twain gave the
stage "Ah Sin," with that almond-eye- d

Charles T Parsole as' the "Laundry-ma-

philosopher and conveyor," which
never succeeded, somehow. I was pres-
ent and wrote a special review of its
Initial performance. May 7, 1ST7. at the
National Theater. Washington. D. C.
There was a large and enthusiastic au-
dience present, everyone being pleased
with the performance Of course there
were first nights crudities which Parsole
told me would be revised when he and
Mark Twain had their week at It with
their pruning knives. "Ah Sin." after a.

I short life, was withdrawn. Edwin Var- -
rey. a sterling actor at that time, ap-
peared on the stage with Parsole and
put it to a vote to the audience, which
with a loud 'Aye declared "h Sin"
a success. Calls were made for both
authors. Harte was present, but too
bashful to appear Twain sent a charac-
teristic telegram which was read as fol-
lows "Have been laid up several days,
and am still on sick list, I had two
speeches cut and dried in case I was at
opening, one to bewail a failure, the
other to glorify a success Let me know
tomorrow which one I would have had
to use: Better put it to a vote from
the stage. S L. Clemens." Parsole- -
after the performance, dispatched the
following to Clemens 'Te'egram read
from stage at close of performance. ThaA
audience unanimously pronounced In fa-- "
vor of glorif)ing speech Charles T
Parsole. ' sAt the close of the play Harte
sent the following note to John T Ford
who was manager, which was the only
indicatlon that he was in the audience
and had w Itnessed the play My Dear
Mr Ford W on t ) ou do for me what
I hope some da) to do personall).
namely Thank )our people for their
honest endeavors and clever Interpreta-
tions of the varied characters in 'Ah
Sin. So much of the author is usually
left to the actor to deliver to the public
that I was most agreeably surprised to
And that the best of my collaberateurs
and m)self so honestly and fairly repre-
sented, and our failures are cleverly
concealed. Bret Harte Katie Ma)-he-

the little star, that twinkled in the
dramatic firmament also toured in Bret
Harte s "Mllss. which, like the others,
was withdrawn, the play In some places
was slow and crude while the scenic ef-
fects were generally good. Katie's Im-
personation was not a great creation,
although she made the impetuous, way-
ward, tender, and withal womanly child
of the mining town among the moun-
tains all that Harte tried to describe.

While holding down one night stands
in Penns)lvanla. in one of the small
burghs, the local manager was an old
friend of Robson's. They were "right
glad" to see each other, renewing the
friendship of long standing They re-
called scenes, incidents and Jokes one
had pla)ed on the other During the
first act Robson rotlced his managerial
friend circulating among the audience
Curtain, and not a hand or ripple of
laughter Ditto act II More ditto act
III, and final curtain to a silence as still
as the grave. Robson wondered and
wondered more as he wended his way to
the ' depot. ' Meeting his m. f as he.
was about to take the train. Robson
spoke to him as to the why and where-
fore of the evening's show, especial!) the
lack of enthusiasm or laughter Rob-
son s feet flew from unde-i- him. he
gasped, and tried to articulate when he
heard his m. f say why Stuart, Iwas nearly bursting with laughter all
the time I had a hard time in keeping
the audience from laughing out loud for
fear the) would disturb you Can )ou
Imagine what Robson did say when he
found his speech

(All nihtJ ri'tiifd.l
Japanese- riovvcr lrranfmtnt.

From tha BrrcUrn Eijle
There Is so much of Inte-e- st and beauty

attached to the Japanese art of ar-
ranging cut flowers that It is curious to
think how little it has penetrated into
the floral decorations of America For
instance where the American woman
would gather a pos) of blooms from her
garden and group them together hap-
hazard In a vase regardless of their
natural surroundings and would often
mix them with foliage having no connec-
tion with them whatever, the Japanese
arranger of fowers proceeds In quite a
different manner. To him it does not
suffice merel) to see c bowl or vase of
flowers massed together but it is neces-
sary that the illusion of natural growth
shall be maintained Thus to his Idea,
the bloom Itself would lose its vitality
unless It were associated with its own
surroundings that is to sa). the blos-
som of the plum must not be separated
from its gnarled trunk and pointed
shoots, nor must the iris be parted from
the green blades. In order that, though
culled for the vase, they may yet ap-
pear to be growing from the soil So
essential is this idea considered by this
artistic race that it has led to the es-
tablishment of actual schools of floral
arrangement such as the Ko, the

"the Sekishln the
the Ikenobo, the Rlkkwa. and other
schools, some of which do not greatly
differ from each other In results at-
tained, but each has Its rules

The cuttings employed are on a larger
ard more comprehensive scale than those
used for the American bouquet. They
consist of long leaf or
rrd sprajs. and often of thick branches.
The) are yet, strictly speaking, but frag-
ments of larger and more Intricate

and. as such, they cannot pre-
sent without treatment the true char-
acteristics of the comp"-t- e p!ant,or tree,

it is the purpose of the 'designer
to portray in his compositions. The ar-
ranger of flowers, therefore, takes cer-
tain lines which to him briefly express
the power beauty, and balance of
growth Three, Ave, seven, nine or more
lines general!) odd In number form the
basis of floral compositions, and these,
in most cases, ramify from a common
point of origin below The surface of
the water in the flower receptacle is tech-
nically supposed to represent the soil
fiom which the floral design springs, and.
as it Is. before all, necessary to Impart
an appearance of vitalitv to the com-
position, the firm and powerful treat-
ment of the united lines of origin is of.
grent Importance. The central line (the
principal) of a composition must rise
vertlcall) at its base and In the most
Rncient form cf the art the Rlkkwa It
was often kept perpendicular throughout
its length. A deviation in the contour
of the central lice not merely adds to
thi grace and Interest, but enables a
perfect balance and 'repose to be ob
tained by the addition of lateral lines.
esch of a different character A va-
riety of curves are lrrptrted to this cen-
tral line, but its upper extremity general-
ly returns to a point exactly vertical over
Us base. There yet remains to be named
the secondary and tertiary lines, which
complete the form of the simpler ar-
rangement, though in more elaborate
schemes many lines are added.

A recently Invented Are alarm forbuildings utilizes the pressure cf sir In
reservoirs along a pipe when expanded,
by heat to force mercury it the ead oS
tst c!p to clou aa eicctrls circuit,


